Ashtabula Marine Museum Restoration Project

Ashtabula Marine Museum and The Lincoln Electric Company are sharing the restoration work of the world's first electrically welded steel vessel with more than a little help from her many friends. She is a tug-style boat originally named the Dorothea M. Geary. “This boat was built locally in the Port of Ashtabula back in 1915,” states Ashtabula Marine Museum Director, Betty Carnegie. "We were fortunate to be able to obtain her inexpensively; her last owner, F. Ned Dikmen, publisher of Great Lakes Boating, advertised that she was sitting in a Wisconsin boat yard available for donation to any charitable non-profit organization with an interest in restoring it," she added. 

The director began to tell of the boat’s journey home, “She was delivered by a large truck owned by DMH Marine Transport and it seemed like it was just a long trailer full of rusty metal! Several said and continue to say, it wasn’t worth the effort to try to save her and a few others felt that it was worth a try.” Mrs. Carnegie continued, “After all, a museum is for preserving history and what better way to preserve history than to take something historic that was forgotten, so many times sold, modified and torn apart and find a way to try to put it back together again and finally preserve a historic boat built right here in Ashtabula!” “It is almost like trying to put Humpty Dumpy back together again. And, from what I am told, even the King’s Men didn’t even try to take on that job!”

The rusted hull of the 40-ft. tug-style workboat was unloaded from the truck by Koski Construction with help by museum members Ken Novak and Neil Barton. It is now sitting in a secure area and back in her rightful spot of history in the Ashtabula Harbor area. "We hope the vessel can be used for more than a museum display, perhaps providing rides aboard an “historic boat on the river and/or lake including possibly to the Ashtabula Lighthouse when both have been restored," said Bob Frisbie. 

In 1915, the Geary Boiler Works and Machine Shop of Ashtabula Harbor built the Dorothea to service other boats with boiler or mechanical problems and sometimes break through ice on the lake. Company owner Francis L. "Frank" Geary named the boat after his youngest daughter Dorothea M. Geary, but her 10-yr-old sister Lillian was given the honor of doing the christening. After locating several descendants of the Geary family, the museum is pleased that some are now staying in close contact with the project and are sharing the excitement about the Dorothea coming back to Ashtabula. The boat had several previous owners around the Great Lakes and multiple uses including being a service boat, then a Sea Scout training vessel (renamed “Ugh the Tug”), and finally, a pleasure boat. “The museum plans to restore the boat's name to Dorothea M. Geary someday with a "Rechristening" once restoration work has been completed,” stated Frisbie. 

